[Fulminant hepatic failure related to immunosuppressive therapy in an asymptomatic HBsAg carrier with idiopathic interstitial pneumonia].
A 72-year-old woman who was an asymptomatic HBsAg carrier was admitted because of productive cough and dyspnea on exertion. After close examination, she was given a diagnosis of idiopathic interstitial pneumonia (IIP), and treated with glucocorticoids and cyclophosphamide. However, fulminant hepatitis type B developed and the patient died of respiratory complications stemming from the acute exacerbation of IIP. To avoid such outcomes, extra caution should be taken when planning immunosuppressive therapy for HBsAg carriers.